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RESULTS OF

THE 2000 LONG DISTANCE NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP
NOCKATUNGA - 14.10.2000

the laxt three years, & ecatly

October, a Victorian State wide 700

mike race from Coongoola into
Melbourne has been organised.  Thas year,
not only being the year 2000 and therefore
the start of the new millennium bet also a
particularly sporting year for Awestralia
with the Olympics being held in Sydney,
the APFA in congunction with Victonan
Federutions decsded o broaden thix event
into one that would include fanciers in the
other eastern States. To this end, the race
point was shifted approximately 2K miles
10 1he wess jo Nockatanga. Ahhoogh still
700 miles from Melbouene. Nockatungs is
appeoxinsasely 600 mikes from Brishane,
Adelade and Sydney, It was envisaged
that birds from the other three Stases
wuuld rendezvous with the Victoeian birds
at Nockatunga. Due 10 the SAHPA having
other loag races around (ks e, 1f was
deemed mappropriae this year for these
Iirds 1o compete.  However, a nusnber of
flyers in both New South Wales amd
Quecnsland were keen (o partscipate and
so it was that on Frday. 13h October,
birds from Victora, New South Wiles aad
Queensland were gathered at Nockatunga,

As usual, the Victorian birds had been col-
lected from theee Melbourne Federatson
headguarters and two centrally  locased
rural basketing points in Shepparton. The
714 birds sent by 134 Victonan flyers were
transported and expently cared for this year
by John Pecls and his very capable wife. A
contingent of 22 berds from SE New South
Wales was collected at Shepparton. The
basketing of Queensland birds  from
Brishane and Toowoomba was oeganised
by Peter Flack. Also, eight fiyers from NE
New Scuch Wides seat 140 tninds.

Nockatunga Station s owned by Kemry
Packer and the station s1aff was extromely
helpful in assissing with the race. Friday
evening was a beautiful night in the
Queensland channel country as the 1400
ciy birds ressed quictly in the tansport
wnits parked im an open-sided hay storage
batn oa the stazion, The barn was ideal as
i oot only offered shade but full ventila.
Bon.

A guick check of the ineenct at S 00um
Saturday mormdag showed a light SW
brecze thromgh New South Wales with
some patchy rain of the cour The
Victorian, togetber with the SE New South
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Wales. birdy were the fin to go. being
released at 6 3am, As reported in carlier
years by other convoyen., Jobn Pecls was
amazed at how the birds orientated in only
one 1o two mimutes and headed off sooth in
one sight bunch, Part of the endening fas-
cination of pigeon racing must be the
uncanny way the birds are able 0 do this
despite being s far from their lofts.
Queensland birds were released &t 7.00am
and the NE New Sowth Wales birds 2
T.085em:  all groups Seft quackly, exiting
Nockatunga at their respective correct
posats of the compass,

The SW wind offered the Queensiand
birds a tail wind and they were quick to
use it. Birds were chocked i Toowooenba
at spproximately 6.00pm. with many
fancicrs repoeting multiple bird drops.
Toowoonba fyer, Les Hansson, recorded
the fastest velocaty, 1433, Clocking has
winner at 5.35pm. Queensland race organ-
iscr, Poter Flack, @ of Ist Decomber has
not foewarded confirmed results,

The NE New South Wales birds alo dad o

by Dr. ColinWalker

cient confidence and ability to fly wlo mto
this arca. A second bird was also clocked
in this area a1 3. 1dpm.

The SW wind pushed the Victorian birds
intn the eastern side of the State and
clocking times reflecied the stow but
steady journey of the race birds south,
R Hindson clocked ut Kyabram at
11.38am, while hards were clocked n
Sheppartoa from 12.41pm onwards. By
3.23pm the feaders were in Mclbourne,
However, before this several exception-
2! birds had already reached Geclong,
The first bird here, and eventual
Victorian winner, was clocked by E
Branagh at 2.50pm (lying a distance of
735 miles, The Mallee Classic loft once
again pet up a very good performance,
Sitvated in the west of the State, despite
e day with strong SW winds mot help-
ing these birds, three were clocked in
competitive time, Of note, the third bird
was @ completely white athino hes,
Thix bird had come to the notice of mce
handlers during basketing due to her
unasual colouring yer there she was,

good job. with two birds being clocked a1 back from 700 miles.
TOP TEN PLACE GETTERS FROM NOCKATUNGA
NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS ON DAY AND QUEENSLAND SECTION

LES MANSSON (EAREA TOOWOOMBA
DAVID LEADERS 14225588 BRISHANE
MERN STERWAKT 14163630 DALBY

DAVE FLSON 14060017 ARISBANE
ROSS (CHIPFY GRAMAM 15157 TOOWOOMBA
SID HANSEN 1964737 TOOWOUMBA
STAN BENNETY 11548 M0 TOOWOOMBA
GRAJAM MOKAY 1324 s6sn DALDY

PETER LTZ 1297 2660 LOCKYER
NIFTY JEFFERIES 12i%6878 WARWICK

The wmmng hon Svtance wan Y11 S8 (56T mules)

Gunnedah on the dsy at 7.38 and 8.25pm,
each flying approximately $15kms. A
third bird, flysng 110Gms forher, was
clocked at Armidale at 10.52pm

Foe the Victonan birds, however, the SW
wind offered a stroag shoudder wind, This
coupled with the extra distance they had 10
fly, resalted in no day birds, Sunday
dawned 10 a strengthening south-westerly
that was becoming cold, At 10.24am H&)
Peace m SE New Sowah Wales clocked,
flying » distance of 932kms 10 record o
velocity of WMom/min - a good ¢ffort as the
22 birds from this area were released with
the 700 plus Victorisn birds.  This bird
mus Bave broken very carly and had suffi-

T00 mile racing represents the ultimate fest
for Victorian bisds and although some
good burds will falter, it ks certasn that the
birds that successfully negotiate thas dis-
tence, particularly when the wealber
makes the going tough, are good omes. It
ks nteresting 10 note that all of the leading
birds clocked in Geelong were actually
flving over 730 miles and that the outright
State wimner was flying 735 miles. This
magnaficent lase beed light blue checker
hen of Eric Bransgh ix & blend of Goodger,
Busschaert and Hanscnee blood.  This
type of race always brings to the atientive
of fanciers sevoral exceptional bisds, It is
of interest that Keath Flentjar's Melbowme
metropolitan winner s a 2 year ol cock

Thve Asarration Pigeon Fandier




