
 

Does Colour of a Thoroughbred Racing Pigeon hinder its performance? 

By Barry Trewin 

The colour of a racing pigeon does not directly hinder its performance in terms of speed or 

flying ability. Pigeon racing is primarily based on the bird's physical condition, training, and 

navigational skills rather than its colour. 

However, certain factors related to colour may indirectly affect a racing pigeon's performance. 

For example, if a pigeon has a light-coloured plumage, it may be more visible to predators 

during flights, potentially increasing the risk of being targeted. Similarly, dark-coloured 

pigeons may absorb more heat from sunlight, which could impact their endurance during longer 

races in hot weather conditions. 

Nonetheless, these factors are relatively minor compared to the overall health, genetics, 

training, and experience of the racing pigeon. Breeders and trainers primarily focus on selecting 

pigeons with excellent racing abilities, regardless of their colour. Ultimately, performance in 

racing pigeons is determined by a combination of genetic traits, training, and the bird's physical 

condition rather than its colour alone. 

Certainly! In addition to the factors mentioned earlier, there are other aspects to consider when 

it comes to the colour of racing pigeons. While colour itself may not directly affect 

performance, it can play a role in the pigeon's visibility and recognition during races. 

During races, pigeons navigate through various terrains and landscapes, sometimes covering 

long distances. In such situations, a pigeon with a distinct and easily recognisable coloration 

may have an advantage. It can help the bird stand out from the surrounding environment, 

making it easier for race officials or spectators to identify and track its progress. 

Some racing pigeon enthusiasts believe that certain colour patterns or markings, such as a white 

flight or specific colour variations on the wings, can act as visual cues for the pigeons 

themselves. These unique markings may help them recognise their own loft or group during 

races, aiding in their orientation and navigation skills. 

However, it's important to note that these factors are subjective and not universally agreed 

upon. Pigeon racing is a complex sport with various opinions and strategies, and the 

significance of colour in racing performance may vary among different breeders, trainers, and 

racing organisations. 

Ultimately, the colour of a racing pigeon should be considered as one of several characteristics 

when evaluating its potential for success. Factors such as pedigree, physical health, endurance, 

and previous racing performance are typically prioritised over colour in the selection and 

training of racing pigeons. 

 

Different Coloured Racing Pigeons Intrigue peoples interest in becoming 

involved with Racing 

Different coloured racing pigeons can indeed intrigue people and generate interest in becoming 

involved with pigeon racing. The variety of colours and patterns found in racing pigeon breeds 
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can be visually striking and captivating. This aesthetic appeal often attracts individuals who 

are drawn to the beauty and uniqueness of these birds. 

When people encounter racing pigeons of different colours, it piques their curiosity and sparks 

an interest in learning more about the sport of pigeon racing. They may be fascinated by the 

diverse range of colours and patterns exhibited by these birds, which can include shades of 

white, black, grey, brown, red, blue, and various combinations thereof. The captivating 

appearance of these pigeons can inspire individuals to delve deeper into the world of pigeon 

racing. 

Furthermore, the presence of different colours in racing pigeons adds to the overall diversity 

and excitement within the sport. It creates opportunities for breeders and enthusiasts to explore 

and develop new lines of pigeons with specific colour traits, leading to the emergence of unique 

and sought-after colour variations. 

For some individuals, the prospect of working with and breeding pigeons of different colours 

can be a motivating factor in becoming involved with racing. They may find the process of 

selecting, pairing, and producing pigeons with specific colorations to be a rewarding and 

enjoyable aspect of the hobby. The allure of creating a collection of pigeons with vibrant and 

diverse colours can be a significant draw for newcomers to the world of racing pigeon 

enthusiasts. 

In conclusion, the presence of different coloured racing pigeons can captivate people's interest 

and encourage their involvement in pigeon racing. The visual appeal and the potential for 

working with and breeding pigeons of various colours contribute to the overall fascination and 

attraction towards this engaging sport. 

 

People gamble on the odd coloured or grey horses in horse racing due to 

them being different and easy to see. 

In horse racing, the colour or appearance of a horse can certainly catch the attention of bettors 

and influence their decisions when placing bets. Unique or unusual colours, including grey 

horses, can draw interest because they stand out from the more common colours such as bay, 

chestnut, or black. 

Some individuals may be attracted to betting on horses with distinctive colours simply because 

they are visually striking and easy to spot among a field of horses during a race. The contrast 

provided by a grey horse against a backdrop of more traditional colours can make it more 

noticeable and memorable to spectators. 

However, it's important to note that betting decisions should ideally be based on a horse's actual 

racing performance, form, pedigree, and other relevant factors rather than solely relying on its 

colour. While the colour of a horse may be appealing, it is not a reliable indicator of its racing 

abilities or likelihood of winning a race. 

Experienced punters typically analyse a variety of factors, including a horse's past 

performances, jockey skills, trainer reputation, track conditions, and other relevant data to 

make informed betting choices. While the colour of a horse may capture initial interest, it is 

usually the horse's track record and potential that play a more significant role in betting 

decisions. 

Ultimately, while unique colours or grey horses may attract attention in horse racing, it is 

essential for bettors to consider a comprehensive range of factors when making informed 

betting decisions rather than solely relying on a horse's colour. 

 


