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4#' “Where Passion takes Flight”

Pigeons seek shelter in a darkened loft as it provides them with a
sense of safety.
By Dr Barry Trewin

In the tranquillity of a darkened loft, pigeons find solace and security. Shielded from the
harshness of the outside world, they retreat to this sanctuary, where their fears are diminished.
The dim light filters through the cracks, casting soft shadows that create a comforting
atmosphere. Within these walls, they can rest, rejuvenate, and seek refuge from the
unpredictable elements that await them beyond.

The loft offers more than just physical protection. It becomes a safe haven, where they can find
respite from the noise and commotion of the bustling streets. Surrounded by familiar scents
and sounds, they form a tight-knit community and comfort one another. The loft becomes their
sanctuary, a place where they can be themselves and rest in peace.

In the silence of the loft, their senses sharpen. They listen to the rhythm of their own heartbeat,
finding solace in its steady cadence. The darkness becomes a cloak of invisibility, shielding
them from prying eyes and potential predators. With their keen eyesight, they navigate the
shadows with ease, finding their way to their chosen spots. You will hear the calming “cooing”
as the pigeons settle and do not move around as much.

Within these walls, pigeons find a place where they can embrace their natural instincts, engage
in courtship rituals, and build lasting connections. As the outside world remains oblivious to
their secret haven, they thrive within the boundaries of the loft, adapting to its unique
environment.

In the safety of the darkened loft, pigeons find comfort, companionship, and a respite from the
chaos of the world outside. It is a haven where they can rest, heal, and prepare for the challenges
that lie ahead. Within its embrace, they find peace, knowing they are protected and secure,
ready to take flight once again when the time is right.

Shade cloth is a great way to darken a pigeon loft.

Using shade cloth is an excellent method to darken a pigeon loft while still allowing the birds
to observe their surroundings. This provides them with a sense of security as they remain aware
of what is happening outside, while potential predators are unable to see inside.

By strategically installing shade cloth, the loft becomes a place of refuge where pigeons can
seek solace and protection. The cloth blocks out a significant amount of light, creating a
dimmer environment that mimics the natural darkness they seek. However, it still permits a
certain level of visibility for the pigeons to observe the world beyond their sanctuary.

This ability to see outside the loft while remaining concealed from view grants the pigeons a
distinct advantage. They can monitor their surroundings, staying vigilant for any signs of



danger or approaching predators. The shade cloth acts as a shield, preventing prying eyes from
spotting the pigeons and minimising the risk of potential attacks.

Inside the loft, the birds can engage in their natural behaviours, establish hierarchies, and form
social bonds, all while feeling secure in their environment. The partial darkness created by the
shade cloth helps to reduce stress levels, enabling the pigeons to relax, rest, and rejuvenate. It
provides them with a peaceful space where they can moult, nest, and care for their young,
fostering a sense of tranquillity and safety.

The use of shade cloth in a pigeon loft strikes a delicate balance between darkness and
visibility, catering to the natural instincts and needs of the birds. It creates an environment that
not only offers protection from predators but also ensures the pigeons feel secure and connected
to their surroundings. This combination of safety and awareness allows them to thrive and
flourish within the sheltered confines of the loft.

Shade cloth can also work well to allow air flow into the loft and protect
against the weather

Indeed, shade cloth can serve multiple purposes beyond darkening the pigeon loft. One
significant advantage is its ability to facilitate proper airflow while safeguarding the birds from
adverse weather conditions.

The breathable nature of shade cloth permits a gentle flow of air into the loft, promoting
ventilation and ensuring a fresh and healthy environment for the pigeons. Adequate airflow is
crucial to prevent the build-up of stale air, humidity, and unpleasant odours, which can lead to
respiratory issues and discomfort for the birds. By allowing air to circulate freely, the shade
cloth helps maintain optimal air quality within the loft.

Additionally, shade cloth acts as a protective barrier against inclement weather. It shields the
pigeons from excessive sunlight, reducing the risk of overheating during hot summer days. The
cloth's mesh-like structure allows for partial sunlight penetration, creating a shaded area that
offers relief from intense heat without completely blocking natural light.

Furthermore, shade cloth provides a safeguard against rain, wind, and other elements. It serves
as a barrier that prevents direct exposure to heavy downpours, reducing the likelihood of wet
and damp conditions inside the loft. This protection helps keep the pigeons dry, preventing
potential health issues and ensuring their overall well-being.

By incorporating shade cloth into the loft design, pigeon keepers can strike a balance between
ventilation and weather protection. It allows for proper air circulation, minimising the risk of
respiratory ailments, while simultaneously shielding the birds from excessive sunlight and
adverse weather conditions. This thoughtful combination of airflow and weather resilience
contributes to a comfortable and secure environment that supports the pigeons' health and
vitality.



