
Who pays the price?  

And at what cost to the sport? 

By Barry Trewin 

It is great to come across people who are open-minded and trying different ideas to help 

promote the sport of pigeon racing in today’s ever-busier world. Yes, they do exist, but 

it’s not an easy existence especially when we continually hear the old chestnuts such as 

"We are losing members". "Can’t get new members as there are too many other sports 

and options these days." "Kids these days just aren’t interested” and “This is the way 

we have been doing things for years"! 

At what point do you throw up your hands in defeat and walk away from the sport? A 

sport that you are quite passionate about. Fanciers are becoming disillusioned with 

organisations that either don’t or won’t listen or assist them. I will mention some broad 

examples and let you think about the direction the sport is heading. 

Some members are continually discriminated against for one reason or another. 

Remember the saying "we are losing members", yet we discourage people from 

competing. Club and federation boundaries are a prime example. We will always lose 

people through natural attrition but if we place limitations on how or if someone can 

compete we haven’t any way of replacing those flyers. How stupid is this? We need 

fanciers to enter our sport and stay, not be pushed out before they even get a chance to 

get the birds in their blood. In some instances we manage to get their membership fees 

for a couple of years, only to see them fade away, disillusioned with the sport. 

Some of the people running these organisations should have a good look at themselves, 

ah, yes they have been involved in the running of things for quite a number of years and 

they are hard workers. Then there are always the good old times, the way it used to be, 

but now times have changed, computers can process information quickly, help with 

professional promotional material and so forth. It is time people looked at what they are 

doing to and for the sport and not at the glory they have placed upon themselves for the 

long number of years of involvement. How will they be remembered, when they are 

gone as no one lives forever, I’ll leave this for them to ponder! Yes they have been 

around for a number of years, but the sport won’t if fanciers don’t change their way of 

thinking. Common sense tells us that we need all the participants in the sport we can 

get and we need to be more professional in the way the sport is projected to the general 

public. 



Laws have changed dramatically over the past couple of decades, but yet organisations 

have still never brought the rules or constitutions up to date. Each member of an 

organisation must be allowed to have an individual vote at AGM’s, thus stopping 

dictatorships taking hold. Equal opportunity acts and discrimination acts are also more 

enforced these days, as the world is changing the sport of pigeon racing must also adapt 

or it will diminish and then be gone. How much do you want to pay for transporting 

your birds, the more members we lose the more costs will increase! Why put limits on 

the amount of birds that can be raced each week? Allow the fancier with 200 birds or 

more to compete, but make another section for which they have to select 10,20 or 30 

birds, therefore you are satisfying both parties not just one! The more birds on the 

transporter the cheaper. 

Then comes the point that fanciers with larger numbers have advantages, in the norm, 

pigeon racing is not a fair sport, overfly, terrain and weather can play a big part in 

results. Yet some fanciers will still try to find ways to benefit themselves and not the 

whole picture. Unfortunately people have become blinded by their own importance and 

have not been able to adapt to the changing world around them, so they continually stop 

any progress in the sport just so they can be in their own safety net. For the sport to go 

ahead we need to encourage participation and new members, not hang onto old out of 

date thoughts and processes, which have got a grip on the throat of our sport and are 

strangling it to death. It is also said that the executive positions in the organisation is a 

thankless job, yes, it may be the case, but once again did you apply to be put on a 

pedestal or to do a job? Yes hard decisions need to be made, but do it for the right 

reasons and common sense will prevail. You will not make everyone happy, but again 

I say be fair in your actions and decisions! 

So now I ask "Who pays the price and at what cost to the sport"? Do something positive 

for the sport and be remembered for being open minded, not just a photo on the wall of 

the club rooms covered in dust after you are long gone. Maybe others may stand up for 

the rights of others and make a point of doing what is right, not what is in the out dated 

rules. 

REMEMBER IT’S NOT JUST ABOUT PIGEON RACING! 
 

IN ORDER TO GO FORWARD WE ALL NEED TO REGULARILY 
RE-ASSESS OUR LIVES, OUR PROGRESS AND OUR GOALS. 

 
PIGEON RACING IS A REFLECTION ON LIFE. 
YOU ONLY GET BACK WHAT YOU PUT IN! 



The Australian Pigeon Centre, Australian Pigeon Centre,  Racing Pigeons, Fancy Pigeons, show pigeons, pigeon stud, Thoroughbreds of the Sky, 

TOTS, Racing Pigeons Australia, Pigeons for Sale, Racing pigeons for sale in Australia, Fancy Pigeons for sale in Australia, Show Pigeons for sale in 

Australia, Pigeon Racing, Pigeon Flyers, Pigeon Fanciers, Pigeon Breeding, Pigeons Australia, Racing Pigeon Books Australia, Pigeon Books, 

Racing Pigeon Auctions, Pigeon Auctions, Bird Health, Australian Avian Products, Avian products, Australian Pigeon Catalogues, Australian 

Pigeon Catalogue, Pigeon Supplies, Aussie Pigeon Sales, Master Racing Pigeon Breeder, Pigeon Classifieds, Best site to buy pigeons, best website 

to buy pigeons, Rare coloured Pigeons, Rare coloured racing pigeons, The Mallee Classic, Mallee Classic, Mallee Blue, Sea Lake, Keith Saggers, 

Barry Trewin, Tommy Lett, Nigel Jarvis, Barry Leonard, Duncan MacGregor, Steve Lucas, Jason Hudson, Greg Hamilton, Len Vanderlinde, Greg 

Kakoschke, Jim Craig, Neil Machar, Phil Squire, Willi Thiele, Stephen Shears, Bruce Wilson, Mark Jeffrey, Joe Jackson, Grant Paterson, Allen 

Goodger, Bill Lawry, Knoblaugh, Barry Devine, Paul Vassallo, Zammit, Michael Portelli, Mark Tung, Joe Phillips, Mark Vella, Joe Farrugia, Eddie 

Szatkowski, Nick Lakiotis, Rod Simmons, Tas Gazis, Clem Sedgman, Rex Perkins, Joe Angelino, Michael West, Leo Turley, Dr Colin Walker, 

Richard Clingan, John Hanson, Phil Murphy, Dr Rob Marshall, David Van Aalst, Ivan Fonti, Chris Schutz, Michael Spadoni, Dennis Murphy, Tony 

McPherson, Rod Simmons, Jason Grech, Adrian John-Lurato, Lurato Bros. Joe Lurato, Greg Lurato, Tim Fawcett, Peter Matic, Phillip Bouffler, 

Rob Wilson, Mark Schubert, Andrew Demidowski, Paul Bryant, Lu Bros, Frank Bunter, Maselli & Matthews, John Pryor, Keith Wickham, Alvon 

Richardson, Nick Brent, Max Smith, Des Moore, Mark Lyford, Dave Woodhead, Greg Marshman, Ken McCall, Bruce Swire, Woodbine Loft, 

Malcolm Sartori, Tony Anchor, Paul Fairweather, Gerard Thorp, Mark Wearne, Gary Gleeson, Brian Fretter, Ryan McLachan, Li Gen, Kevin 

Waters, Daniel Towell, Rob Gentles, Len Colgate, Sornthep Gomutputra, John Montgomery, Tna Dharmajiva, Wayne Smith, Adam Archer, Jon 

South, Alf Del-Brocco, Peter Virgona, Dylan Borg, Joe Denaro, Peter Flack, Pradella Pied, Steve Pradella, Steve Gazzola, David Finerty, Alex 

Caruana, Pino deLuca, Gary Portelli, Jim Smith, Brent Smith, John Wiseman, Max Healy, Ken Roberts, Allen Wilmott, Josh Borg, David Aquilina, 

Robert Anderson, Leigh Arnott, Bob Appley, Alex Azzopardi, Trevor Barker, Ian McKay, Bill Boydell, Dave Buxton, Geoff Bell, Ross Brogan, Steve 

Bell, Shayne Brereton, Barry Bilton, Rod Churchill, David Cunningham, Greg Crawshaw, Steve Cameron, Ritchie Castles, Alan Chapman, Rob 

Caesarwitz, Ivan Cotter, John Camileri, Steve Cini, Ray Carstens, Jim Cerin, Sean Choat, Rod Cook, Barry Cole, Greg Carter, John Commons, Mike 

Downey, John Disseldorp, Barry Devine, Shane Donnan, Adrian Stacey, Graham Davidson, Davo, Ian Daniels, Tommy Dedchpong, George Desira, 

Grenville Evans, Lance Ferguson, Ray Fewings, Bob Fleming, Eyesign, Les Fenton, Ian Goodall, Mick Dashwood, Chris Hill, Mario Otani, Roy 

Hindson, Ray Hunt, Phil Howell, Dave Hunter, Ted Jones, Tim Keay, Paul Lesko, George Lup, Felix Lia, Ken Letch, John Muszkieta, Shane Molloy, 

Peter Matthews, Mick Martens, Lex Mulder, Chris Matthews, Jim Nisbet, Willi Netzer, Don Peters, Wayne Quinlan, Noel Podesta, Ben Reynolds,  

Ian Rowland, Peter Schultz, Tony Sofra, Paul Sumner, David Cox, Len Snyders, Les Solly, Max Stone, Tony Srom, Frank Stead, John Share, Ray 

Sudi, Vic Smola, Bernard Seymour, Andrew Spiliopoulos, Barry Taylor, Bob Trim, Zoltan Varszeghy, Keith Veall, Bill Verco, Geoff Verrell, Bill 

Weuffen, Paul West, Denis Woods, Doug Wescott, Frank Wootton, Marcus Warton, Wally Wojak, Poi Weyton, Mick Watts, John Zylstra, Martin 

Zammit, Joe Zammit, Paul Zammit, Zbig Szalinski, Teerapol Techavichian, Techavichian Bros, Leigh McKenzie, Phil Jarvis, CCF Central 

Cumberland Federation, Western Pigeon federation, Western Sydney Pigeon Federation, Queensland Racing Pigeon Federation, Victorian 

Homing Association, VHA, WPF, GMPF, VRPU, VPO, Victorian Pigeon Organisation, Victorian Racing Pigeon Union, Australian National Pigeon 

Association, ANPA, Pigeon Racing Federation WA, PRF, OZ Pigeon Equipment, Central Coast Racing Pigeon Association, PFS, Pigeon Fanciers 

Association, Pigeon Fanciers Society of NSW, Mackay Racing Pigeon Club, Racing Pigeon international, Adelaide Pigeon Club, APC, Sea Lake 

Racing Pigeon Club, Goldfields Pigeon Federation, Ballarat, Cardigan, Daylesford Racing Pigeon Club, Ballarat East Racing Pigeon Club, Central 

Highlands Pigeon Combine, VIP Lofts, Steve Lucas Lofts, Hudson Lofts, Hamilton Pigeons, Tyberry Lofts, Pigeon Sales Australia, Phoenix Lofts 

Australia, Phoenix Lofts of Australia, Blenhaven Stud, LPM Racing Pigeon Stud, Van Aalst Pigeons, Dynamic Lofts Australia, Pigeonsales.com.au, 

Top Loft Company, Gurnayville Lofts, National Lofts, Racing Pigeon Breeding Centre, Pioneer Lofts Australia, Rainbow Lofts, Paramount lofts, 

Meadow Pigeon Stud, Ponderosa Pigeon Stud, Premier Racing Stud, Premier Racing Pigeon Stud, winners1, blue ribbon racing pigeons,  

Horsham Pigeon Club, Maselli & Matthews pigeon stud, Rangeview Stud, St Clair International Stud Lofts, Pigeon Vitality Products, Pigeons 

Australia, Four Seasons Lofts, Vetafarm, South Lofts,  Kurrajong Lofts, Feathery Towers Lofts, Rimfire Lofts, Hillcrest Lofts, Jade Star Lofts, 

Wattle Lofts, Australian Racing Pigeon Journal, ANRPB, Australian National Racing Pigeon Board, Pigeon Racing Victoria, Greater Melbourne 

Pigeon Federation, South Coast Pigeon Federation, Pigeon media, Pigeon Radio, Pigeon Radio Australia, Benzing, Unikon, Tipes, ETS, Electronic 

Timing Systems, Benzing, Australia, pigeon sport, Loft antennas, chip rings, noncontact identification, pigeon technology, The Australian Pigeon 

Company, Western Sydney Racing Pigeons, Feeding Equipment,  Drinking Equipment, Loft Equipment, Nest Equipment, Racing Equipment, Life 

Rings, Pigeon Life Rings, Rings Accessories, Wire Cages, Auto Equipment, Murrumba Syndicates, Pigeons ecommerce, Pigeon Ecommerce, 

Premier Pigeon Auctions, pigeonrace.net, Australian Pigeon Fanciers, Association, Heremans, Koopmans, Van den Bulks, Janssen, Meuleman, 

Goodger, Wickham, Houben, Appleby, Van Loon, Silver Shadow, Harrison, Jos Thone, Vandenabeele, Gaby Vandenabeele, Georges Busschaert,  

Busschaert, Barker, Egyptian Swifts, Fantails, English Fantails, garden Fantails, Modenas, Schietti Modenas, Gazzi Modenas, Pandas, Crested 

Pigeons, Archangels, Aussie Crested Pigeons, Aussie Angels, Tipplers, Afghan Pigeons, Barbarossi, English Trumpeter Pigeons, Pigeon Colours, 

Blue Bar, Blue Chequer, Red Chequer, Mealy, Grizzle, Andalusian, White, Pure White, Opal Pigeons, Barless Pigeons, Ash Red, Yellows, Yellow 

bar, Yellow Chequer, Recessive Reds, Recessive Yellows, Blacks, Reduced, Indigo pigeons, Barless Blue, Barless Brown, Dunn Bar, Dunn Chequer, 

Blue grizzle, Red Grizzle, White Grizzle, Tiger Grizzle, Black Tiger Grizzle, Brown Tiger Grizzle,  gay pied, Pied, bronze, Ice, Brown, Pigeon, 

Pigeons, Racing pigeons, Pigeon racing book, Pigeon Book, Pigeon Books, Leo Turley pigeon book, Leo Turley Pigeon Racing, Pigeon Racing A 

Scientific Approach, Pigeon book racing breeding feedstuffs questions answered, Pigeon Book training and racing, Pigeon book Mitochondrial 

DNA, Pigeon book weather forecasting, Pigeon racing Local Government interaction, Pigeon Racing Code of Practice, Pigeon racing race 

monitoring protocols, Pigeon racing lofts configuration and ventilation, The workingmans stud, How to race pigeons, How to breed pigeons, 

How to feed pigeons, Pigeon lofts, How do pigeons fly home, How to Train Pigeons, group 1 lofts, Steven van Breemen, Steven van Breeman, 

Kunst van het Kweken, Alfons Anker, janssen arendonk, jan aarden, gaby vandenabeele, gerard koopman, piet de weerd, ad schaerlaeckens, 

pigeon paradise, pipa, gyselbrecht, herbots, duiven, dierenarts, duivenarts, duiven doping, duivenboek, duivenartikel, duiven te koop, duif, 

asduif, postduiven, npo, duivensport, duivenliefhebber, duivenmarktplaats, pedigree, vitesse, midfond, dagfond, fond, australian racing pigeon 

journal, homing pigeons, pigeons for sale, top pigeons, pigeon auction, pigeon book, pigeon article, eyesign, one loft race, vogelgriep, avian 

https://www.facebook.com/sornthep.gomutputra?fref=profile_friend_list&hc_location=friends_tab


influenza, marcel sangers, hans eijerkamp, jan hermans, emiel denys, duivenmaatschappij, gommaire verbruggen, brugemann, jos limpt klak, 

vredeveld, jan polder, mike ganus, tipes, benzing, brieftaube, paloma, willem de bruijn, vanlint, winning magazine, online magazine, pigeon 

paradise, quality pigeons, top pigeons, racing pigeon international, pigeon insider, south australian homing pigeon association, SAHPA, Pidgins, 

Pidgeons, seasue lofts, warren march, Betting, Pigeon Betting, Gambling, Pigeon Gambling, Racing Pigeon betting, Place a bet on Racing 

pigeons, Pigeon Racing Betting, sports betting, novelty betting, sports gambling, novelty gambling, online pigeon betting, online racing pigeon 

betting, online pigeon gambling, online racing pigeon gambling, 

 


